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Abstract: Since 1970s, the major atmospheric environmental problems have been mitigated in time, severe atmospheric pollution
disasters have been avoided efficiently, and the air quality has been improved significantly along with China’s rapid economic growth and
sustained increase in energy consumption. However, at present,China still faces serious challenges of air pollution, especially secondary
pollution. Therefore, the process, achievements and experience of China’s air pollution prevention and control since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, especially since the 1970s, were combed and analysed comprehensively. The achievements of air quality
improvement, new theory and new management modes with Chinese characteristics were highlichted and a control system was established
in the process of prevention and control of atmospheric pollution and the systematic scientific air pollution prevention. China’s future air
pollution control work should further clarify the main responsibilities of governments at all levels, strengthen the management of key
pollution sources, continue to adjust and optimize the four major structures, make overall plans, strengthen regional joint defense and
control, strengthen scientific and technological capacity building, pay attention to the prediction of atmospheric environmental problems,
and strengthen research in environmental science and technology. In this way,the prevention and control of atmospheric pollution will be

promoted together, so that the three-year plan on defending the blue sky will be completed satisfactorily.
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Table 1 Characteristics of air pollution prevention in China during different periods
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Fig.1 Variation trends of major air pollutants in

China during 1949-2017
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Fig.2 Variation trends of average concentrations of major air pollutants in

key regions of China during 1981-2018
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regulations on air pollution control in China
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